
 

 

      

PACTT’s mission is to improve the 

quality of life for persons with 

disabilities of all ages living in 

Southeastern Minnesota through 

the use of assistive technology.   

 

 

 

PACTT services are designed to 

encourage individuals with 

disabilities to achieve their 

personal, educational, and 

vocational goals through the use 

of assistive technology.  Referrals 

for assessments and training come 

from a variety of agencies.  

Occasionally individuals are self-

referred and pay for services with 

their own funds; primarily in the 

case of individuals seeking 

additional training on computer 

access.  Assessments and trainings 

are offered in the least-restrictive 

environment.  PACTT may perform 

an assessment in an individual’s 

home, work, school, etc.  In 

addition, PACTT provides assistive 

technology information and 

training to caregivers and 

professionals. An ongoing goal of 

PACTT is to maintain and increase 

its’ equipment loan inventory in 

order to provide consumers with 

up-to-date assistive technology 

options that meet a wide range of 

needs throughout all disability 

groups (physical impairment, 

speech impairment, learning 

impairment, visual impairment, 

etc.) 

PACTT also strives to increase 

public awareness of assistive 

technology through workshops, 

classes, and presentations.  
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Mission 

 

PACTT NEWS 
People Achieving Change Through Technology 

PACTT began serving persons with 

disabilities living in Rochester, 

Minnesota in 1991, when it was 

awarded a grant from the 

Rochester Area Foundation.  At 

that time, the program’s fiscal and 

managing agency was ARC 

Olmsted.  Under the guidance of 

its’ original manager, Joan Breslin-

Larson, the PACTT program 

reached out to those in need of 

assistive technology services—not 

only consumers, but also to 

caregivers and professionals 

seeking information and training—

and by 1992 the program was 

providing services throughout 

Southeastern Minnesota.   

In 1996, PACTT became an official 

program of Ability Building Center 

and has carried on the mission of 

serving those in need of assistive 

technology services in Southeastern 

Minnesota.   

PACTTõs History  

 

People Achieving 

Change Through 

Technology (PACTT) is a 

program of Ability 

Building Center which is 

a non-profit vocational 

rehabilitation  facility 

serving Southeastern 

Minnesota since 1956. 
 

 

PACTT maintains a computer 

lab that is used for individual 

and small group trainings.  

 

 

 

 

PACTT is located in a 

store front at 310 Elton 

Hills Dr. Rochester, MN 

55901. 
 

PACTT òOPEN HOUSEó 

Announcements 

What:  òLatest and Greatestó 

Assistive Technology Devices 

Where: PACTT 

When: February 25th, 2010 

Time:  4:00 ð 6:00 PM 

           ---------------------------- 

What:  AAC òAugmentative 

Alternative Communicationó 

AT Devices. 

Where: PACTT 

When: April 22nd, 2010 

Time:  4:00 ð 6:00 PM 

 

 

 

First Edition 

2010 

www.abc -pactt.org  

507-535-7101 

 

Services  

 

Pg. 1 

 

http://www.abc-pactt.org/
http://www.abcinc.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

addition of a built-in keypad. Now 

you have the option of accessing 

your communication aid via 

external switches and/or the 

keypad simultaneously. Like the 

VoicePal 8, the VoicePal 8K has 

excellent sound quality. The 

VoicePal 8K can be used 

anywhere augmentative or 

alternative communication is 

appropriate. With Taction Pads, 

messages are played by touching 

nearly any object or surface. You 

are limited only by your 

imagination. Recording on the 

VoicePal 8K is easy, and messages 

can be recorded in any order.  

iPod touch is a 

great pocket computer.  It has a 

32 GB capacity, 3.5-inch 

widescreen Multi-Touch display; 

iPod includes Bluetooth 

technology, and includes several 

AAC apps. Discover apps such as 

the AAC application of 

Proloquo2Go and MyTalk Tool.  It is 

a great AAC device! It has the 

capabilities to Read Kindle books 

on the iPod Touch. View rich HTML 

email.  

Proloquo2Go™ 

is a new AAC product from 

AssistiveWare that provides a full-

featured communication solution 

for people who have difficulty 

speaking. It brings natural sounding 

text-to-speech voices, up-to-date 

symbols, powerful automatic 

PACTTõs òLatest and Greatestó AT Tools 

 

The ScannaR with CD-Drive is a 

flat–bed scanner that will scan 

any text document and read it 

back to you in seconds.  Other 

scan-and-read product need to 

be connected to a PC, however 

ScannaR has its own hard drive 

with room for up to 500,000 pages 

of text, making it one of the most 

portable scan-and-read products 

on the market.  ScannaR allows 

you to read anything from letters 

and brochures to newspapers, 

reports, books or other print 

materials, and then save them for 

future reference. 

 

The Self-Calibrating Auditory Tone 

Infrared (SCATIR) Switch is a 

momentary-contact optical 

switch with auditory feedback.  

The SCATIR switch works by 

detecting a beam of reflected 

pulsed infrared light.  It is suitable 

for use with a variety of control 

gestures, such as eye-blink, 

eyebrow movement, finger 

movement, head movement, and 

facial muscle movement.  It can 

be in physical contact with the 

switch sensor. 

 

 
The VoicePal 8K has all the great 

features of the VoicePal 8 plus the 

conjugations, and a default 

vocabulary of over 7000 items, full 

expandability and extreme ease of 

use to the iPhone and iPod touch. 

MyTalk Tools is 

downloadable iPhone AAC 

software.  It is developed 

specifically for special needs (CI) 

kids and adults with developmental 

delays, expressive language 

challenges and for "social stories‖.   

MyTalk Tools allow an individual to 

add spoken words and phrases in a 

recognizable voice, and is 

capable of adding your own 

pictures of friends, family and 

objects. 

 

Kindle DX Just over 1/3 of an inch 

thick with a screen size of 9.7‖ 

diagonal screen.  It holds up to 

3,500 books, periodicals, and 

documents.  3G wireless lets you 

download books right from your 

Kindle DX in 60 seconds.  You can 

literally read for days without 

recharging the battery.  With the 

text-to-speech feature, Kindle DX 

can read newspapers, magazines, 

blogs, and books out loud to you. 
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computer using Bluetooth 

wireless technology. 

Impulse's software then 

processes the activity as a 

traditional switch ―click‖. 

Pairing the Impulse with 

popular accessibility 

programs such as EZ-Keys 

allows users to fully control 

their computer with the 

smallest of muscle activity. 

 
 

GoTalk 20+ is lightweight 

and rugged, like all 

GoTalk’s, and now has a 100 

message capacity (20 keys, 

each 1-inch square, and 

five recording levels). Plus 

five core messages which 

stay the same on each level 

so you don't need to re-

record essential messages 

for each level.  

 
 

 

FL4SH features a unique out-

of-the-box experience 

which includes well thought-

out activities for educators 

and students and a simple 

tutorial to get you up and 

running in less than five 

minutes.  FL4SH can be 

activated by direct 

selection, with one or two 

switches, or by connecting 

one switch for each 

message location. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Dan Knowland (below, left) of Mayo Clinic 
receives recognition from Malachi Bjorngaard for 
ÈÉÓ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 0!#44ȭÓ  
Advisory Committee.  Dan retired from Mayo 
Clinic on Dec 22nd, 2009. 
 
Dan has been a volunteer at ABC for 15 years 
providing his expertise and knowledge to 
0!#44ȭÓ !ÄÖÉÓÏÒÙ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȢ  He was asked to 
ÊÏÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÂÙ 0!#44ȭÓ ÆÏÕÎÄÅÒ *ÏÁÎ 
Breslin-Larson.  Dan has retired from his position 
at Mayo as an Occupational Therapist in the 
2ÅÈÁÂÉÌÉÔÁÔÉÏÎ 5ÎÉÔ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓȢ  Dan and his wife 
will be sailing the Caribbean for the next year.  
We will greatly miss his vast knowledge and 
experience. 

 

 

 

The IRIS Pen Executive 6 is a 

powerful text recognition pen 

scanner. It instantaneously 

retypes any printed 

information in your word 

processor, e-mail software, 

on-line databases, etc. and in 

any Windows or Mac 

applications. Simply slide the 

IRIS Pen over the printed text 

you need to retype! Extremely 

fast and accurate, the data 

entry is instantaneous and the 

accuracy rate near 

perfection! 

 
 

Impulse is an EMG 

(Electromyography) sensing 

electrode that senses tiny 

muscle contractions. Using its 

patented technology, the 

Impulse detects and wirelessly 

transmits the EMG signal to a 

 
Co: Writer 6  acts like a personal writing 

assistant to predict words students wish to 

write, but cannot easily spell. As students 

write, Co: Writer presents the predicted words 

in a list that is read aloud. When the student 

hears the word they wish to write and select 

it, the word is placed in their document. The 

software uses sophisticated logic including 

grammar and context clues to create 

accurate word predictions, even if students 

spell words phonetically or inventively.  
 

*Join us for a hands -on experience with these 

cool new devices during PACTTõs òOpen 

Houseó on Feb. 25 th 4-6pm!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Mission of ABC 
is to improve the quality of life 
in Southeastern Minnesota by 
providing employment and 
vocational services for 
persons with disabilities and 
other special needs. For more 
information about ABC, visit 
www.abcinc.org  

507-281-6262 
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òLatest and Greatestó AT Tools continuedé 
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Meet the PACTT Staff 

Michael Brower is a part-

time employee of Ability 

Building Center and has 

been working with AT 

since 1992.  Mr. Brower 

has an Associate’s 

degree in Electronics 

Engineering Technology, 

 

 
 

310 Elton Hills Drive NW 

Rochester, MN 55901 

Phone: (507) 535-7101 

Fax:  (507) 281-6270 

 

Michael Brower 

michaelb@abcinc.org 

 

Malachi Bjorngaard  

malachib@abcinc.org 

 

Web Site: 

www.abc-pactt.org 

 

www.abcinc.org 

507-281-6262 

 

 

 

 

A favorite family 

phrase or slogan can 

go here.  
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This project is funded through the 

STAR Program by the 

Rehabilitation Services 

Administration under the 

Assistive Technology Act of 

1998, as amended in 2004 (P.L. 

108-364). $47,000 of this project 

is financed with Federal Funds. 

Content of this publication does 

not necessarily reflect the 

position or policy of the STAR 

Program or the Minnesota 

Department of Administration or 

Rehabilitation Services 

Administration. 

www.starprogram.state.mn.us 
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a Bachelors degree in Psychology, minor in Special 

Education, and a Bachelors degree in Computer 

Science.  Mr. Brower plans to obtain an ATP 

certification since he meets or exceeds all 
prerequisite for the RESNA certification. He has 

enrolled in the RESNA certification program.  

Additional goals are to obtain a Masters Degree 

related to the assistive technology field.  

Malachi Bjorngaard is 

a full-time employee of 

Ability Building Center 

since 2008.  He 

manages the PACTT 

program.  Malachi is 

active in the assistive 

technology community and continues his education in the area of assistive 

technology through a variety of sources including professional conferences and 

workshops.  Malachi is currently enrolled in ATACP (Assistive Technology 

Application Certificate Program) through the Center on Disabilities and College of 

Extended Learning at California State University Northridge. 

 

 

*PACTTõs Lending Library 

 

PACTT has a loan program funded in 

large part by the MN STAR Program, 

which allows a person to try-out a 

device for up to 30 days.  After 30 

days, if the individual is satisfied and 

the device meets their needs, they 

will be referred to the vendor or 

manufacturer of that item for 

purchase.  It’s a great program in 

that an individual does not have to 

make a risky investment in an 

expensive piece of technology that 

may or may not meet their needs 

without first having the chance to try 

it out in their home, work, or school.  

Cost  - *No charge , only a signed loan 

agreement is required to borrow a 

device. 

 

 

 

 
Come join us at PACTT for a hands-on 

experience and demonstrations of 

(AAC) Augmentative Alternative 

Communication device.  Our friendly 

staff will be happy to answer any 

question that may assist individuals of 

disability meet their needs through 

assistive technology. 

 

 

 

 

 

Open House April 22nd, 2010 

Featuring: AAC Devices 

 

 

PACTT 
 

Region 10 Special Educatorõs 

Resource Library is now at 

PACTT.  Resources are available 

for loan! 

www.region10spedprojects.org 
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